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Users Applaud Latest Beta of Microsoft Windows 95�Corporate and Home Users, Industry Analysts Eager for Software to Be Released in August


	REDMOND, WASH. — March 24, 1995 — Microsoft Corp. today reported that early user feedback on the latest test version of the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system, known internally as the beta 3 release, confirms that the product is on track for final delivery in August.  Microsoft also confirmed that based on user feedback it is on schedule to begin shipping the Windows® Preview Program to corporate evaluators at the end of this month.


	The rollout of Windows 95 beta software began in June 1994.  More than 50,000 users have been working with the beta copies since October 1994.  An expanded Windows Preview Program will bring Windows 95 to hundreds of thousands of users before introduction, far surpassing the beta test record of 15,000 users for Windows® 3.1 in 1992.


	“Thousands of users worldwide are telling us that Windows 95 is making their computer use faster and easier regardless of the experience level they bring to computing,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of personal systems at Microsoft.  “Already, they are comfortable using Windows 95 beta software as their primary computing environment.”


	“Obviously, we have more work ahead to meet the unprecedented challenge of compatibility with the thousands of hardware and software configurations that users have,” Silverberg added.  “We’re conducting the industry’s most extensive testing and quality-assurance program so that Windows 95 will be a great product.”


User Comments Confirm Ease of Use, Productivity Gains in Windows 95


	“I am more productive by an order of magnitude with Windows 95 than with Windows 3.11,” said Rob Enderle, industry analyst at Dataquest Inc., in San Jose, Calif.  “The intuitive interface and menus have increased my usability and made my life a lot easier.  The product looks very strong.”


	“I’m currently testing beta 3 and have found it to be very stable,” said Jim Lisaik, senior software engineer at Chevron.  “I now have around 60 users seeded with Windows 95.  They are satisfied and require very little technical support.  We have put together an implementation team and are currently writing a business plan to start migrating to Windows 95 when it ships.”


	“Windows 95 beta 3 is a spectacular new edition of the most promising operating system software advance since the advent of Windows itself,” said David W. Boles, Sysop, Toshiba Forum on CompuServe.  “There are a multitude of delightful new surprises such as a quicker Microsoft Network interface, faster e-mail and CompuServe® interaction via Microsoft Exchange, and ‘folders-full’ of performance enhancements to the system drivers and productivity tools that make Windows 95 a solid and dependable high-quality winner — and it’s still only in beta testing.  This tradition-shattering operating system can only grow stronger, sharper and speedier in the final coding to come.”


	“Beta 3 of Windows 95 is definitely ready for prime time,” said David Howard, software developer at Hewlett-Packard.  “It’s stable enough that I feel comfortable letting my family rely on it, and I’ve installed it on my home system for my wife and 14-year-old daughter to try out.  In the past year-and-a-half that I’ve been using Windows 95 in both a development environment and as a primary work environment, I’ve seen the beta progress to a rock-solid product that even novices will feel comfortable using.”


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader is software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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