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Any questions?

The Communications Team
Hamilton Section Project
NZ Transport Agency
Telephone: 0800 322 044

Follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/waikatoexpressway

Phone us on
0800 322 044

Visit our website
www.nzta.govt.nz/hamilton

PART OF THE WAIKATO EXPRESSWAY

Bus tours a big hit at Open Day
Bus tours through live work sites were a big hit at our project Open Day in March. Our event attracted around
2500 visitors, and 1200 took a bus tour. Here are some photos from the event.

Visitor Centre opening hours
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 3.00pm.

NEXT SATURDAY OPENINGS

9.00am to Midday, 2 June, 7 July, 4 August
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Bus tours travelled through ‘live’ work sites.

The Southern Interchange model was popular.All aboard for another bus tour.

Fun times on the small digger.

Earthworks in progress on the Resolution Drive Extension, with Tennille
Street in the background.

New connection for Rototuna
Earthworks have started on the 1.9km-long Resolution Drive extension
from the Borman Road roundabout to the Resolution Interchange.
The Resolution Drive extension is jointly funded by the Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport
Agency. When it opens in 2020, this link will provide a convenient connection between the expressway
and the city’s north-eastern suburbs and the planned Rototuna Town Centre – for motorists, walkers and
cyclists.

Included is a network of off-road shared walking and cycling paths, linking with local roads and extending
under Resolution Drive to Horsham Downs.

At the Resolution Drive extension, rock and sand are being trucked in to form the foundation layers for
this new stretch of road. Drainage works will follow, then pavement construction.
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Decades in the planning, 
six years in the building 
- the final section of the
Waikato Expressway
opens to traffic this month.
The four-lane 22km Hamilton section, which takes 
State Highway 1 east of the city, is the region’s 
biggest ever infrastructure project.  Its opening 
marks the completion of the whole 102km Waikato 
Expressway project.

The Hamilton section, just like the earlier sections 
north and south, takes the highway out of built-up 
areas, providing a safer and more efficient way to 
move people and freight.

Remember when a drive to Hamilton involved passing 
through towns like Pookeno, Huntly, Ngaaruawaahia 
from the north, or Cambridge from the south? Now 
with the Hamilton section opening, there’s a four-lane 
highway from Bombay to south of Cambridge.

We certainly saved the hardest to last. While some 
of those earlier sections were straight forward, 

Hamilton was far more challenging – crossing local 
roads, a busy railway line, gullies and streams. 
It required 16 bridges, an underpass and five 
interchanges. All built on very soft soils.

It’s been quite a journey for all involved– going back 
to the early planning and investigation days by staff 
in the Ministry of Works, then later Transit NZ. 
Then Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency saw things 
through – from designation, consenting, tendering 
and finally construction.

There are a lot of people and organisations to thank 
for their hard work and support in getting this 
project built.

Starting with the forward thinkers, planners, 
designers and decision-makers who could see there 
was a better, safer way to transport people and 
freight on a route east of Hamilton.

Our local councils  were unswerving in their support 
for the expressway, always aware of the safety and 
economic benefits it would bring.

And then the thousands of people who had a hand 
in the project. More than 7500 people worked on 
the site in some capacity during construction – all 
under the umbrella of the CityEdge Alliance partners 
Waka Kotahi, Fletcher Construction, Higgins, Coffey, 
Beca and sub-alliance member Hick Bros plus sub-
contractors and suppliers.

Also, we will never under-estimate the contribution 
of our neighbours, the landowners who have had 
properties purchased for the road, divided by it, or 
had their rural landscape changed by it.

For me, one of the highlights of the project has been 
working with Waikato-Tainui who have partnered 
with us on the project and driven cultural and 
environmental outcomes we can all be proud of. 
This came through a comprehensive project  plan 
and the hard work of Tangata Whenua Working 
Group members.

Maa te kotahitanga ka whai kaha ai 
taatou hei awarua ki te ora. 
We have strength when we work together.

The Hamilton section takes SH1 east of the city.

Last section opening to traffic
By Jo Wilton 
- Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency
Waikato regional 
manager 
Transport Services 
Infrastructure
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Project Update: What’s happened since August
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1 Lake Road

The pavement blending plant has been assembled and 
commissioned. Road pavement is being laid and compacted. 

2 Resolution Drive Extension

The embankments have been completed and road pavement 
will be laid this summer. Permanent drainage is being 
installed. 

4 Gordonton Road

Embankments north and south of the bridge will be completed and road pavement 
laid this summer. Excavation under the Gordonton Road Bridge is complete. 

5 Puketaha Road / Greenhill Interchange

The bridge that will take the expressway over Puketaha Road 
is progressing well. Beams will be laid on the bridge in early 
December. Construction of the embankments on either side 
of the bridge will be completed and road pavement laid this 
summer.

At the Greenhill Interchange, bridge construction is almost 
complete. The embankments that will take the expressway 
over Pardoa Boulevard are under construction.

6 Ruakura Interchange

Bridge construction is nearing completion. 
Construction of the new connection to Ruakura 
Road is now largely complete. Design for the 
connecting road to the University of Waikato is 
almost complete.

7 Morrinsville Road / Ruakura Road

The SH26/Ruakura Road roundabout and reconstruction of Ruakura Road through to Vaile Road/Davison Road is 
almost complete. The roundabout eliminates a known crash blackspot. The new section of road features right turn 
bays, kerbing and a footpath.

8 Mangaonua Gully Bridge

Construction of this 150m long bridge near 
Morrinsville Road is now advanced. This is the 
longest bridge on the project.

9 Matangi Road

The dig-out under the bridge is now complete 
(photo shows early excavation). Excavation to the 
west continues. 

11 Southern Interchange
The East West Link Bridge is completed. 

Cambridge Road on to new lanes that 
run under this bridge. Cambridge Road 
north of Cherry Lane will be closed for 
excavation. 

The new link road from the bridge to 
Birchwood Lane is under construction. 
Installation of culverts in the East West 
Gully has also begun.

Construction of the Cambridge Road 
Bridge is progressing. This bridge will 

expressway. 
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Bus tours a big hit at Open Day
Bus tours through live work sites were a big hit at our project Open Day in March. Our event attracted around 
2500 visitors, and 1200 took a bus tour. Here are some photos from the event.

Visitor Centre opening hours
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 3.00pm.

NEXT SATURDAY OPENINGS

9.00am to Midday, 2 June, 7 July, 4 August
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It’s all go in the gullies
The deep gullies between SH1-Cambridge Road and Matangi Road 
have become a hive of activity in recent months for the  
team building the Hamilton Section of the Waikato Expressway.
Our goal has been to create stability and strength in a typically unstable environment, before we 
begin building bridges and embankments.  

Last year, tracks were cut into the gullies, and rock armour was placed to create permanent stream 
channels where the Mangaone Stream and Mangaharakeke Stream merge. Historically, the stream 
channels have meandered across a wide gully floor, moving and changing with each flood. By 
creating a clearly defined channel, we reduce the risk of floods damaging the foundations of two 
new bridges.

This year, our works have focused on making the soft, wet soils on the gully floor stronger – both to 
support expressway embankments and to protect the new bridges from earthquake damage.

Since January, a crane has been dropping a large concrete weight to drive rock into the soft soils. 
This forms rock columns under the ground which achieve two things: reducing soil settlement and 
preventing soil liquefying during earthquakes. 

In other areas, we’re achieving the same result by drilling a grid of 8m deep concrete piles under the 
ground using a continuous flight auger (CFA) drilling rig.

To stabilise the steeper gully banks, we’re using 8-metre-long soil nails. Soil nails are like long screws 
that are drilled into the banks to provide improved stability.

A large weight is used to form columns of rock under the ground to  increase the 
strength of the soft gully soils.

8-metre soil nails are placed between coils of drain. These drains unroll and 
extend as each new section of wall is shaped and nailed below this layer. 

Compressed air is used to blow woodchip mulch into the slopes along the 
expressway embankments to prepare for planting.

Planting begins this winter
Over the next three winters, we will plant 650,000 new plants 
along the 22km-long Hamilton Section of the expressway. The first 
160,000 seedlings will be planted this winter, starting this month. 
Our planting team has spent several months placing mulch on expressway embankments to 
prepare for planting. Most plantings are native species grown from seed sourced in the Waikato. 
The team is also spot-spraying invasive and noxious species in the southern gullies – first the 
canopy species such as woolly nightshade, and then the species growing underneath. To do this, the 
team uses a remote-controlled helicopter sprayer.

Plantings this winter are mainly seedlings to be grown on expressway slopes and borders, plus 
preparation of some grassed areas. 

Plantings in 2019 and 2020 will include specimen trees near interchanges and bridges, plus wetland 
species to help treat stormwater runoff from the expressway.

We will also restore 20 hectares within Hamilton’s gully system. This involves controlling noxious 
and invasive species, replanting in native species, and controlling pests in these areas.

Bus tours travelled through ‘live’ work sites.

The Southern Interchange model was popular.All aboard for another bus tour.

Fun times on the small digger.

Earthworks in progress on the Resolution Drive Extension, with Tennille 
Street in the background.

New connection for Rototuna
Earthworks have started on the 1.9km-long Resolution Drive extension 
from the Borman Road roundabout to the Resolution Interchange.  
The Resolution Drive extension is jointly funded by the Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport 
Agency. When it opens in 2020, this link will provide a convenient connection between the expressway 
and the city’s north-eastern suburbs and the planned Rototuna Town Centre – for motorists, walkers and 
cyclists. 

Included is a network of off-road shared walking and cycling paths, linking with local roads and extending 
under Resolution Drive to Horsham Downs. 

At the Resolution Drive extension, rock and sand are being trucked in to form the foundation layers for 
this new stretch of road. Drainage works will follow, then pavement construction. 
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What’s happening with 
Cambridge Road?
Cambridge Road (State Highway 1) is the main route into Hamilton 
from the south. However, the way traffic uses this road will change 
once the Hamilton Section of the Waikato Expressway opens in 2020.
And while there will initially be less traffic when the expressway opens, traffic is expected to increase again 
with population growth to the south of the city.

The NZ Transport Agency is studying the future function and layout of Cambridge Road between the 
Southern Interchange (part of the expressway currently under construction) and the existing roundabout 
at the intersection of SH1 / SH26 (Cambridge Road/Morrinsville Road).

The Agency has developed a long-list of options with community stakeholders including local Councils, 
transport groups and emergency services. This long-list will be reduced down to a short-list and eventually 
a recommended option.

In early 2019, an Information Day will be held where everyone is welcome to talk about the short-list of 
options. Further details will be publicised closer to the time. 

A recommended option for this corridor is expected to be finalised by April 2019. This option will:

• increase the ability of Cambridge Road to move people and goods

• improve the route as a gateway to the city

• improve safety and the overall level of service.

Improvements to Cambridge Road, if required, would be made after the Expressway opens to traffic.

New names and 
changes ahead
This project is creating new roads and 
changing existing roads as we build the 
expressway.
Over the next few weeks, the three road controlling authorities in 
the Waikato are joining forces to consult with local communities 
about naming new roads or renaming existing roads.

These changes are required on the following roads (from north 
to south):

• Kay Road, from North City Road to Horsham Downs Road

• Old Borman Road, cut off by the expressway near 
Gordonton Road

• Greenhill Road

• Ruakura Road, which will be closed at the rail bridge, 
creating two ‘no exit’ roads

• the Ryburn Road extension connecting with the end of 
Percival Road.

• the new access road to five properties at 524 Cambridge 
Road

• the new east west link road between Cherry Lane and 
Birchwood Lane

• Cambridge Road between Cherry Lane and Bollard Road.

Three Information Evenings will be held where local residents 
can view maps, discuss options and make submissions. These 
evenings will be hosted by staff from Waikato District Council, 
Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport Agency. 

Info Evening times and venues:

• Thu 29 November at Tamahere Community Centre, 21 
Devine Road, Tamahere 5pm-7pm 

• Wed 5 December at Generations Church, North City Road, 
Rototuna 5pm-7pm

• Thu 6 December at Hamilton Section Visitor Centre, Ryburn 
Road, Ruakura 5pm-7pm.

NORMAL OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday from 
 9.00am to 3.00pm

NEXT SATURDAY OPENINGS
 1 December 2018  
(This is the final Saturday opening.  
The Centre will not open on Saturdays in 2019 
due to low visitor numbers.)  
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Bus tours through live work sites were a big hit at our project Open Day in March. Our event attracted around 
2500 visitors, and 1200 took a bus tour. Here are some photos from the event.
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It’s all go in the gullies
The deep gullies between SH1-Cambridge Road and Matangi Road 
have become a hive of activity in recent months for the  
team building the Hamilton Section of the Waikato Expressway.
Our goal has been to create stability and strength in a typically unstable environment, before we 
begin building bridges and embankments.  

Last year, tracks were cut into the gullies, and rock armour was placed to create permanent stream 
channels where the Mangaone Stream and Mangaharakeke Stream merge. Historically, the stream 
channels have meandered across a wide gully floor, moving and changing with each flood. By 
creating a clearly defined channel, we reduce the risk of floods damaging the foundations of two 
new bridges.

This year, our works have focused on making the soft, wet soils on the gully floor stronger – both to 
support expressway embankments and to protect the new bridges from earthquake damage.

Since January, a crane has been dropping a large concrete weight to drive rock into the soft soils. 
This forms rock columns under the ground which achieve two things: reducing soil settlement and 
preventing soil liquefying during earthquakes. 

In other areas, we’re achieving the same result by drilling a grid of 8m deep concrete piles under the 
ground using a continuous flight auger (CFA) drilling rig.

To stabilise the steeper gully banks, we’re using 8-metre-long soil nails. Soil nails are like long screws 
that are drilled into the banks to provide improved stability.

A large weight is used to form columns of rock under the ground to  increase the 
strength of the soft gully soils.

8-metre soil nails are placed between coils of drain. These drains unroll and 
extend as each new section of wall is shaped and nailed below this layer. 

Compressed air is used to blow woodchip mulch into the slopes along the 
expressway embankments to prepare for planting.

Planting begins this winter
Over the next three winters, we will plant 650,000 new plants 
along the 22km-long Hamilton Section of the expressway. The first 
160,000 seedlings will be planted this winter, starting this month. 
Our planting team has spent several months placing mulch on expressway embankments to 
prepare for planting. Most plantings are native species grown from seed sourced in the Waikato. 
The team is also spot-spraying invasive and noxious species in the southern gullies – first the 
canopy species such as woolly nightshade, and then the species growing underneath. To do this, the 
team uses a remote-controlled helicopter sprayer.

Plantings this winter are mainly seedlings to be grown on expressway slopes and borders, plus 
preparation of some grassed areas. 

Plantings in 2019 and 2020 will include specimen trees near interchanges and bridges, plus wetland 
species to help treat stormwater runoff from the expressway.

We will also restore 20 hectares within Hamilton’s gully system. This involves controlling noxious 
and invasive species, replanting in native species, and controlling pests in these areas.

Bus tours travelled through ‘live’ work sites.

The Southern Interchange model was popular.All aboard for another bus tour.

Fun times on the small digger.

Earthworks in progress on the Resolution Drive Extension, with Tennille 
Street in the background.

New connection for Rototuna
Earthworks have started on the 1.9km-long Resolution Drive extension 
from the Borman Road roundabout to the Resolution Interchange.  
The Resolution Drive extension is jointly funded by the Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport 
Agency. When it opens in 2020, this link will provide a convenient connection between the expressway 
and the city’s north-eastern suburbs and the planned Rototuna Town Centre – for motorists, walkers and 
cyclists. 

Included is a network of off-road shared walking and cycling paths, linking with local roads and extending 
under Resolution Drive to Horsham Downs. 

At the Resolution Drive extension, rock and sand are being trucked in to form the foundation layers for 
this new stretch of road. Drainage works will follow, then pavement construction. 
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Bus tours through live work sites were a big hit at our project Open Day in March. Our event attracted around 
2500 visitors, and 1200 took a bus tour. Here are some photos from the event.

Visitor Centre opening hours
NORMAL OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 3.00pm.

NEXT SATURDAY OPENINGS

9.00am to Midday, 2 June, 7 July, 4 August
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It’s all go in the gullies
The deep gullies between SH1-Cambridge Road and Matangi Road 
have become a hive of activity in recent months for the  
team building the Hamilton Section of the Waikato Expressway.
Our goal has been to create stability and strength in a typically unstable environment, before we 
begin building bridges and embankments.  

Last year, tracks were cut into the gullies, and rock armour was placed to create permanent stream 
channels where the Mangaone Stream and Mangaharakeke Stream merge. Historically, the stream 
channels have meandered across a wide gully floor, moving and changing with each flood. By 
creating a clearly defined channel, we reduce the risk of floods damaging the foundations of two 
new bridges.

This year, our works have focused on making the soft, wet soils on the gully floor stronger – both to 
support expressway embankments and to protect the new bridges from earthquake damage.

Since January, a crane has been dropping a large concrete weight to drive rock into the soft soils. 
This forms rock columns under the ground which achieve two things: reducing soil settlement and 
preventing soil liquefying during earthquakes. 

In other areas, we’re achieving the same result by drilling a grid of 8m deep concrete piles under the 
ground using a continuous flight auger (CFA) drilling rig.

To stabilise the steeper gully banks, we’re using 8-metre-long soil nails. Soil nails are like long screws 
that are drilled into the banks to provide improved stability.

A large weight is used to form columns of rock under the ground to  increase the 
strength of the soft gully soils.

8-metre soil nails are placed between coils of drain. These drains unroll and 
extend as each new section of wall is shaped and nailed below this layer. 

Compressed air is used to blow woodchip mulch into the slopes along the 
expressway embankments to prepare for planting.

Planting begins this winter
Over the next three winters, we will plant 650,000 new plants 
along the 22km-long Hamilton Section of the expressway. The first 
160,000 seedlings will be planted this winter, starting this month. 
Our planting team has spent several months placing mulch on expressway embankments to 
prepare for planting. Most plantings are native species grown from seed sourced in the Waikato. 
The team is also spot-spraying invasive and noxious species in the southern gullies – first the 
canopy species such as woolly nightshade, and then the species growing underneath. To do this, the 
team uses a remote-controlled helicopter sprayer.

Plantings this winter are mainly seedlings to be grown on expressway slopes and borders, plus 
preparation of some grassed areas. 

Plantings in 2019 and 2020 will include specimen trees near interchanges and bridges, plus wetland 
species to help treat stormwater runoff from the expressway.

We will also restore 20 hectares within Hamilton’s gully system. This involves controlling noxious 
and invasive species, replanting in native species, and controlling pests in these areas.

Bus tours travelled through ‘live’ work sites.

The Southern Interchange model was popular.All aboard for another bus tour.

Fun times on the small digger.

Earthworks in progress on the Resolution Drive Extension, with Tennille 
Street in the background.

New connection for Rototuna
Earthworks have started on the 1.9km-long Resolution Drive extension 
from the Borman Road roundabout to the Resolution Interchange.  
The Resolution Drive extension is jointly funded by the Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport 
Agency. When it opens in 2020, this link will provide a convenient connection between the expressway 
and the city’s north-eastern suburbs and the planned Rototuna Town Centre – for motorists, walkers and 
cyclists. 

Included is a network of off-road shared walking and cycling paths, linking with local roads and extending 
under Resolution Drive to Horsham Downs. 

At the Resolution Drive extension, rock and sand are being trucked in to form the foundation layers for 
this new stretch of road. Drainage works will follow, then pavement construction. 
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What’s happening with 
Cambridge Road?
Cambridge Road (State Highway 1) is the main route into Hamilton 
from the south. However, the way traffic uses this road will change 
once the Hamilton Section of the Waikato Expressway opens in 2020.
And while there will initially be less traffic when the expressway opens, traffic is expected to increase again 
with population growth to the south of the city.

The NZ Transport Agency is studying the future function and layout of Cambridge Road between the 
Southern Interchange (part of the expressway currently under construction) and the existing roundabout 
at the intersection of SH1 / SH26 (Cambridge Road/Morrinsville Road).

The Agency has developed a long-list of options with community stakeholders including local Councils, 
transport groups and emergency services. This long-list will be reduced down to a short-list and eventually 
a recommended option.

In early 2019, an Information Day will be held where everyone is welcome to talk about the short-list of 
options. Further details will be publicised closer to the time. 

A recommended option for this corridor is expected to be finalised by April 2019. This option will:

• increase the ability of Cambridge Road to move people and goods

• improve the route as a gateway to the city

• improve safety and the overall level of service.

Improvements to Cambridge Road, if required, would be made after the Expressway opens to traffic.

New names and 
changes ahead
This project is creating new roads and 
changing existing roads as we build the 
expressway.
Over the next few weeks, the three road controlling authorities in 
the Waikato are joining forces to consult with local communities 
about naming new roads or renaming existing roads.

These changes are required on the following roads (from north 
to south):

• Kay Road, from North City Road to Horsham Downs Road

• Old Borman Road, cut off by the expressway near 
Gordonton Road

• Greenhill Road

• Ruakura Road, which will be closed at the rail bridge, 
creating two ‘no exit’ roads

• the Ryburn Road extension connecting with the end of 
Percival Road.

• the new access road to five properties at 524 Cambridge 
Road

• the new east west link road between Cherry Lane and 
Birchwood Lane

• Cambridge Road between Cherry Lane and Bollard Road.

Three Information Evenings will be held where local residents 
can view maps, discuss options and make submissions. These 
evenings will be hosted by staff from Waikato District Council, 
Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport Agency. 

Info Evening times and venues:

• Thu 29 November at Tamahere Community Centre, 21 
Devine Road, Tamahere 5pm-7pm 

• Wed 5 December at Generations Church, North City Road, 
Rototuna 5pm-7pm

• Thu 6 December at Hamilton Section Visitor Centre, Ryburn 
Road, Ruakura 5pm-7pm.

NORMAL OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday from 
 9.00am to 3.00pm

NEXT SATURDAY OPENINGS
 1 December 2018  
(This is the final Saturday opening.  
The Centre will not open on Saturdays in 2019 
due to low visitor numbers.)  
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Any questions?

The Communications Team                                                        
Hamilton Section Project 
NZ Transport Agency   
Telephone: 0800 322 044

Follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/waikatoexpressway 

Phone us on 
0800 322 044

Visit our website 
www.nzta.govt.nz/hamilton 

PART OF THE WAIKATO EXPRESSWAY
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This forms rock columns under the ground which achieve two things: reducing soil settlement and 
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In other areas, we’re achieving the same result by drilling a grid of 8m deep concrete piles under the 
ground using a continuous flight auger (CFA) drilling rig.

To stabilise the steeper gully banks, we’re using 8-metre-long soil nails. Soil nails are like long screws 
that are drilled into the banks to provide improved stability.

A large weight is used to form columns of rock under the ground to  increase the 
strength of the soft gully soils.

8-metre soil nails are placed between coils of drain. These drains unroll and 
extend as each new section of wall is shaped and nailed below this layer. 

Compressed air is used to blow woodchip mulch into the slopes along the 
expressway embankments to prepare for planting.
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Over the next three winters, we will plant 650,000 new plants 
along the 22km-long Hamilton Section of the expressway. The first 
160,000 seedlings will be planted this winter, starting this month. 
Our planting team has spent several months placing mulch on expressway embankments to 
prepare for planting. Most plantings are native species grown from seed sourced in the Waikato. 
The team is also spot-spraying invasive and noxious species in the southern gullies – first the 
canopy species such as woolly nightshade, and then the species growing underneath. To do this, the 
team uses a remote-controlled helicopter sprayer.
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The Southern Interchange model was popular.All aboard for another bus tour.

Fun times on the small digger.

Earthworks in progress on the Resolution Drive Extension, with Tennille 
Street in the background.

New connection for Rototuna
Earthworks have started on the 1.9km-long Resolution Drive extension 
from the Borman Road roundabout to the Resolution Interchange.  
The Resolution Drive extension is jointly funded by the Hamilton City Council and the NZ Transport 
Agency. When it opens in 2020, this link will provide a convenient connection between the expressway 
and the city’s north-eastern suburbs and the planned Rototuna Town Centre – for motorists, walkers and 
cyclists. 

Included is a network of off-road shared walking and cycling paths, linking with local roads and extending 
under Resolution Drive to Horsham Downs. 

At the Resolution Drive extension, rock and sand are being trucked in to form the foundation layers for 
this new stretch of road. Drainage works will follow, then pavement construction. 

Stories told along the route
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency partnered with Waikato-
Tainui on developing a plan 
before the Hamilton project 
even started, strongly focused 
on environmental and  cultural 
concerns and outcomes.
The new road passes through the rohe of four Tainui 
hapuu - Ngaati Koroki-Kahukura, Ngaati Hauaa, 
Ngaati Mahanga and Ngaati Wairere and these 
four hapuu made up the Tangata Whenua Working 

Group who were embedded in the project from its 
beginning.

A Cultural Symbolism Plan included the creation of 
a cultural reserve at Tamahere, Te Whenua Taapui 
Ahurea O Tamahere, large artworks and storyboards 
along the route. Bridge abutment designs also tell 
iwi stories. All bridges have been gifted an iwi name, 
with many linked to stories from the past which are 
explained on storyboards.

Storyboards have been erected where shared paths 
enable access for cyclists and pedestrians. These are 
at Osborne Road, Resolution Interchange, Greenhill 
Interchange and the Tamahere cultural reserve.

Iwi artwork 
stands tall 
in the north
Artists Eugene Kara and Fred 
Graham are behind the main 
artworks along the route.  

Eugene designed the two 10m high Poro 
Takataka spinning tops at Resolution 
Interchange. The Poro Takataka acknowledge 
tangata whenua’s ancestral connection to the 
land and ensure that the land of Waikato-Tainui 
remains fertile and life sustaining for iwi.  

Poro Takataka were taught to tamariki through 
play and games. They were often made from 
rakau (wood) or kowhatu (stone) and were 
whipped to spin by a cord made from harakeke 
(flax). These skills and techniques were often 
precursors toward higher learning in life. 

“While contemporary in their shape, the Poro 
Takataka stand as beacons of innovation 
and prosperity, while harnessing the positive 
energies of Hani and Puna to help clear and 
heal the land,” says Eugene.

Fred Graham, assisted by son Brett, is behind 
the Waka Maumahara which is in production 
and will be erected at Lake Road in spring. The 
18m high work acknowledges the origin of the 
Tainui waka and will face Taupiri Maunga, the 
ancestral mountain of the Waikato people and 
resting place of Kings.

It tells the story from Hawaiki, when Hinerau, 
the wife of a chief called Tinirau, gave birth 
to a son they named Tainui. Sadly, he did not 
survive the birth and soon after was buried.

A tree sprung up from his grave and, years 
later, when the people wished to build a 
waka, they selected that tree for the purpose. 
The day after they cut it down, they found it 
growing back in place. Once again, the tree 
was chopped down. That night a watch was 
kept, and they observed a flock of birds fly in, 
pick up the chips and reassemble the tree. The 
appropriate rituals were performed before the 
next felling and the tree revival ceased. 

The cultural reserve at Tamahere taking shape just off the new expressway.

Cultural reserve - Te Whenua 
Taapui Ahurea O Tamahere
A place for reflection, this reserve 
recognises the partnership between 
iwi and Waka Kotahi. And celebrates 
both the history of the site and the 
deep connection to the whenua.    
Visitors to the reserve can gain a greater understanding 
of the landscape through which the Hamilton section 
traverses.  Storyboards tell of early life in the area – 
much of which centred around gardening. 

The reserve includes a lookout to view the 

surrounding landscape and paa sites, a food stage 
house (paataka) and a rua (borrow pit) created by 
pre-European gardeners.

Within 300 metres of the reserve are the archaeological 
remnants of two paa sites and evidence of intensive 
gardening with rua and maara kai (cultivations). 

Before expressway construction began, archaeological 
investigations found a large group of rua, fireplaces, 
and garden features. Further analysis has helped piece 
together a picture of gardening practices in this area. 

The rua in this reserve is preserved for future 
generations.
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