How to adapt an app for Chicago


Requirements for the new Windows logo


by Tammy Steele


If you know what the Microsoft Windows Logo is, then you may be asking yourself, “Self, how do I qualify my app for the Windows logo when Chicago the next version of the Windows operating system, comes out?”


For those who are not familiar with the logo, Microsoft has a Windows Logo program which has evolved over time to keep in step with new technology. Applications meeting certain requirements can currently qualify to display the “Windows Compatible” mark on their product and in advertisements.


The Windows Compatible Logo is used to show not only a product’s compatibility with Windows, but also to indicate that it has been developed specifically to take advantage of the Windows family of operating systems.


When you use the Windows Logo, you help make it easier for customers to spot and buy products developed and built for both for the Windows and Windows NT operating systems.


Microsoft will have a new set of logo requirements that applications must meet to qualify for the logo.  This new set of logo requirements will apply to  the upcoming release of Chicago.


The magnificent seven requirements


In order to qualify for the new Windows  logo when Chicago is released, an application must meet seven requirements. The first four requirements apply to all applications.


1.	An application must be a Win32 executable, compiled with a 32-bit compiler that generates an executable of the PE, Portable Executable format.


2.	An app needs UI/Shell support, following the Microsoft Windows User Interface Design Guide, version 4.0.  This means it must:


Register 16x16 and 32x32 pixel icons for each file type and your application.


Use the Chicago “look,” as described in the UI Design Guide v. 4.0. Using system-supplied Common Dialogs and Controls is also highly recommended.


Employ colors and metrics from the system in dialogs and controls.


Use right mouse button for context menus  (and not use right mouse button for anything else). This is recommended, but not required.


Follow Chicago application setup guidelines to make your app properly visible in the shell. At a minimum, this means that you use the registry, not add information to win.ini or system.ini, and provide complete uninstall capability with your application.


3.	It must run successfully on Windows NT 3.5, and, if it uses Chicago-only application programming interfaces(APIs), then the Chicago-only functionality must degrade gracefully on Windows NT 3.5.


4.	It must use Long File Names;  i.e, your application must support long file names;  use long file names for displaying all document and data file names in the shell, in title bars, in dialogs and controls, and with icons; and hide the .3 extension names in the application itself.


The next three requirements apply to those applications that deal with files (those that provide an open and close file menu option).  For example a multimedia title like Microsoft Encarta or a game such Microsoft Golf or Doom would not need to follow these three requirements.


5.	It must support Universal Naming Conventions (UNC) path names.


6.	It must have OLE 2.0 Container and/or Object support and OLE 2.0 Drag and Drop support. It is also recommended (but not required that it have OLE 2.0 Compound File support with “document summary information” included and OLE 2.0 Automation support.


7.	It needs to support simple-mail-enabling using Common Messaging Call (CMC) API; i.e., it must include a “send” or “send mail” command in the “File” menu.


Modified requirements for compilers and other development tools


Compilers and other development tools have some modified requirements.


1.	 It must be a Win32 application that targets Win32 application development.


2.	Tools need to meet the following UI/Shell support requirements, in accordance with the UI Design Guide v. 4.0


Register 16x16 and 32x32 pixel icons for each file type (excluding common source file extensions like .c, .cpp, .h and .hpp) and for your application


Use the Chicago look, as described in the UI  Design Guide v. 4.0 and we highly recommend using system-supplied Common Dialogs and Controls. 


You must use colors and metrics from the system in dialogs and controls 


Use right mouse button for context menus (and do not use right mouse button for anything else) (This is recommended but not required)


Follow Chicago application setup guidelines to make your app properly visible in the shell. At a minimum, this means that you use the registry, do not add information to win.ini or system.ini, and that you provide complete uninstall capability with your application.


3.	Same as the “magnificent seven.”


4.	In addition to what’s stated above, your tool must support the creation of applications that use Long File Names.


5.	It must support UNC path names, and the creation of applications that can support UNC path names.


6.	It must support OLE 2.0 in the following ways:


OLE 2.0 Drag and Drop support


OLE 2.0 Automation support (recommended but not required)


It must provide an easy point-and-shoot way (commonly known as wizards or experts) of creating applications with OLE 2.0 Container and Object support and OLE 2.0 Automation support


7.	A class library must be provided with your tool that supports the creation of applications with the following OLE 2.0 functionality: Container and Object support, Drag and Drop support, Compound File support with document summary information included, and Automation support


Requirements for utilities


Utilities such as disk optimizers and anti-virus software, also have some specific requirements.


1.	It must be a Win32 application. The only exception to this is components that must use Exclusive Volume Locking API, soft interrupts, or components that must talk directly to 16-bit drivers. UI and other components of these applications must be 32-bit, and use the Chicago thunking mechanism to access these 16-bit components.


2.	Same as magnificent seven


3.	It must run successfully on Windows NT 3.5, and, if it uses Chicago-only APIs, then the Chicago-only functionality must degrade gracefully on Windows NT 3.5. An exception to this is utilities  such as disk utilities that implement platform specific functionality that does not make sense on Windows NT 3.5. 


4-7.	Same as magnificent seven.


More information


Microsoft's Windows Logo department has sent a mailing with details on the Windows Logo transition to customers in the department's database.  You may access these documents by faxback service by calling the Developer Solutions Team @ 800-426-9400.  Choose option 2 for Developer Solutions, then option 1 for the faxback service, then press 1 for a complete index of available documents.  Or, choose Document #130 for specific information on the Windows “Chicago” Logo program.


Read on!


Here is some additional reading to get more background on writing applications for Chicago:


“Diving into the Chicago Logo Requirements,” by Denise Shepherd,. Microsoft Development Library, July release


“UI style guide version 4.0,” Microsoft Development Library, July release


“Next stop: Chicago,” by Tammy Steele, Microsoft Developer Network News, March 1994 


 “Just what is an ‘OLE application’?” by Kraig Brockschmidt, Microsoft Developer Network News, March 1994 


“Getting Ready for Chicago” by Nancy Cluts, Microsoft Development Library.
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